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Lego Robotic Competition By: Sophie Lapic
On December 8th, 2018, early Saturday morning, Pottsgrove’s four Lego Robotic teams, Mrs.
Frasca’s two teams and Mrs. MacIlvain's two teams, headed to the Lego Robotic competition at the
AIM Academy in Conshohocken, PA. Throughout the day, the teams presented aspects of their
project: Core Values, Project Presentation, and Robot Design. These categories would be judged
later on for �guring out which of the 18 teams attending would advance. Afterwards, the teams
were judged off points for the Robot Performance.
 
Mrs. Frasca’s 7th grade team, The Ultra Essence, scored 1st place in Robot Performance, with a high
score of 106. Finally, the awards were handed out. The Ultra Essence scored �rst place and were
named the champions of the Lego Robotic Competition and are moving on to the State Competition
in February at the University of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Macilvain’s 8th grade team also quali�ed to
advance to the State Competition. Only 4 teams out of 18 advance to the States and Pottsgrove
had two teams out of the four. Congratulations Pottsgrove and congratulations to the two other
teams! They all did a fantastic job and worked very hard to get ready for the competition!
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Pottsgrove Middle School Choir Group By: Jessica Spicer

The Pottsgrove Middle School Choir group consists of many groups from Varsity Singers, Show Choir,
Groves Men, to Le Choeur Des Fillies Show Choir (dancing and singing). We aren’t here to just compete
and prepare for concerts but to have fun as well. The 8th graders will be singing O’ Holy Night every
year after the Winter Concert. There are different days where different groups practice their songs and
some groups practice after school or during the day.
 
For the Varsity Singers we will be singing 6 different songs from (Cold Snap), (Holiday Road),
(Hanukkah Shalom), (Hanukkah Night), and (Believe). At the end of the year we all head to Hershey
Park for a day of fun for working so hard during the school year. If you aren't in chorus you should try
it out! It's so much fun we hope to see you there next year.
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Things To Do Over The Holiday Break - By: Jocelyn Ball
It’s no secret that things can get boring over the holiday break. So, instead of staying inside and doing
absolutely nothing, there are so many things you can do. Here are 5 things to help you if you get
bored.
 
Host a Party
Just getting together with a few friends or many friends can make being at home so much better.
Whether you have a bon�re or just watch a movie inside; holiday time is always better with some
friends or family.
 
Go Caroling
You don’t have to have a professional group to go door to door and sing classic holiday carols.
Spending that time with friends and family could easily be the highlight of your break.
 
Bake Cookies
Everyone loves cookies! So, this holiday break, get friends and family together and destroy your
kitchen! Make the most of the holidays and try to make homemade cookies!
 
Write Christmas Cards
Who doesn’t love getting holiday cards? Give out cards to your friends at school and make their
holiday spirits rise when they receive your decorative card.
 
Donate to a toy drive
Giving to children that are less fortunate is a wonderful idea for kids who may not receive holiday
presents.



Door Decorating Contest By: Sydney Giersdorg
Gather up your materials because that time of year has come again. Door decorating contest
has just begun! Decorate your doors with fun �lled items such as snow�akes, jingle bells, lights,
wreaths, ribbons, bows and such many more! It’s such a fun contest to participate in. Doors will
be judged December 19, 2018. The most creative homeroom door will win a prize! Students get
creative because it’s your chance to be the winner. Have fun and decorate with your best Christmas or
winter themed door! Good luck!

Art is Fun!- By: Jaden Leon, Logan Cowell, and Paige Petersen
Art is really fun! Art is basically drawing whatever you want, whether you're sketching, tracing, or
painting it doesn't matter. If you want to improve obviously practice, but there's more to it than that.
One of the most important steps is drawing a pose that is only a stick �gure.
 
The stick �gure is useful because it'll help to remember the pose of the character. With the pose done
you can move on to the basic shapes like rectangles and circles. One of the last steps is to make the
shapes look more like whatever type of thing your drawing is going to be. Also, make sure when �rst
starting out to use references. The next step is to add the details. This is where the fun begins, you can
add whatever you want to it! Last, get rid of all the extra lines you don't want, then you're done!
 
One of my favorite people to watch on youtube is someone named “Draw With Jazza”. His channel
inspired me to get into art and animations and he has a bunch of tutorials for animation and art. The
only rule when drawing is to never plagiarize and say that it's your own. Doing this is dishonest and
should never be done if you ever want to become better at making art. One thing to remember is to just
do what you want and have fun!
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7th Grade Lego Robotic Team - By: Ashlyn Freese
Mrs. Macilvain’s 7th grade lego robotics team is made up of students from her A-C 4th period
computer class. These students include Emily Sorg, Jessica Hartley, Justin Strichik, Luke Makins,
Nathan Kratz, Mason Harley, Isabella Kerlin, Dustin Penot, Frederick Vasquez and Cory Herbsleb. At
the robots competition, 1 of the events is the robotic game which includes the missions. The goal for
robotics is to complete these “missions” and get as many points as possible.
 
The missions are obstacles that have barriers, bars, levers, slingshots and more. They have to make
their robot complete the missions until they reach the end of the time period which is 2.30 minutes.
These missions are also made up of events and all the events have challenges. The missions are worth
different points each time depending on how hard they are. The mission they are working on right now
is called the ‘M10 Food Production’ which is worth 16 points.
 
After interviewing some members they have come to the conclusion that their easiest mission was the
Food Production. The only struggle they had with this mission was �nding a way to get the robot to
get pass the bar, but eventually they found a way by throwing down their hammer like structure and
knocking it down. Their hardest mission was the ‘M04 Crater Crossing’. The team attended the
competition and did very well. They are looking forward to next year's competition.

PGMS 7th And 8th Grade Wrestling Team - By: Brandon
Chestnut-Smith
This year the Pottsgrove Middle School wrestling team have been working hard at practice. Coach has
been teaching us many skills and techniques to help our team learn how to wrestle and be competitive.
The members of the team are Brandon Chestnut-Smith aka bran herbo, AJ Lattanze, Trenton Alan, Cy



Dryer, Ethan Hamon, Dom Sithens, Niko M. those are all the good people. The �rst meet was December
12th against Boyertown East. It came down to a tough loss 36-34. Our second match was against
Pottstown. The team did very well and the match was tie. Trenton Alan won 2 of his matches. Cy
dominated his opponent in twelve seconds.

PGMS Winter Concert - By: Nathan X. Gillin
On December 6th, 2018 Pottsgrove Middle School had our Winter Concert for the orchestra, full
orchestra, and the concert band. In the beginning of the concert the orchestra played their four songs.
Next, the full orchestra played their song, A Holiday Celebration, then came the concert band. The
Concert Band played their �rst song, Fantasia On Christmas Comes Anew, we played that song the
best we ever had. The next song was Dreidel Adventure, once again the song was played beautifully
and sounded amazing. Then �nally the band played their �nal song, Goin Home For the Holidays. The
song had a solo trumpet part that was played better than he ever played the solo. The concert ended
with a loud and long applause.

Fall Festival - By: The Student Government Officers
Student Government hosted a Fall Festival on December 7th. Prior to the Fall Festival, students paid a
small fee of $5.00 to sign up for an activity such as volleyball, basketball, �ag football and more. With
the $5.00 students received a water and a pretzel. Students also had the opportunity to buy snacks in
the cafeteria such as water ice, candy, soda, and more. The Fall Festival successfully raised a lot of
money for Jingle Bowl which is scheduled for December 21st and will be donated to Alex's Lemonade
Foundation for Childhood Cancer.



Teacher's Corner

By: Machai Clark

Did You Know That There is a Civil War on the 3rd Floor at
PGMS?
It all started when there was a dirty, smelly sock laying in the middle of the hallway on the third �oor.
Mr. Rei�nger decided that it must belong to Ms. Diegelman so he threw the sock in her classroom and
the civil war began!
 
Ths sock has been showing up everywhere. When one teacher gets the sock the other teacher gives it
back! However, you never know where the sock will be placed! The sock has been in the �le box, on top
of the �ag, in a chair. Mr. Rei�nger was also called down to the o�ce for a prize and guess what it
was? It was the smelly, dirty sock! Mr. Rei�nger has the sock now and we are all wondering how it will
get it back to Ms. Diegelman and where will he place the sock.
 
Who will win this Civil War? Choose your side and �nd out in the next edition of the PGMS Press in the
"Teacher's Corner" if the war has ended and if so who won!
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